
Making Investments  
  

Why did Jesus have twelve disciples? The number twelve had some symbolism because of  the 
twelve tribes of  Israel. Other than that, why did he travel with so many people? I think Jesus did it 
for strategic reasons. He knew that if  He was going to change the world, He needed to invest in 
people who would be around long after He was gone. As a result, He surrounded Himself  for three 
years with a group of  men who then took the gospel “to the ends of  the earth” (Acts 1:8). What 
Jesus taught us as He launched His ministry is that people are the greatest investment. We make a 
far greater impact in the world when we spend time with other people—sharing what we know and 
the lessons God has taught us—than we do if  we work alone. The question is, “How do we look 
for the right people to invest in?”   
  
The first thing to look for when deciding who to invest in is people with potential. When the Jewish 
leaders looked at the motley crew Jesus assembled—none of  them with education or training—they 
must have wondered what Jesus was doing. Why didn’t He pick the best and brightest? He didn’t 
because He saw the potential in the twelve He chose. Other people would have passed over His 
disciples because they weren’t rich or famous, but Jesus saw the potential in them that other people 
didn’t.  
  
In the Old Testament, David is an example of  someone with potential. He was the youngest of  
eight brothers, and any of  his brothers would have been a fine choice as king of  Israel. In fact, 
Samuel consulted with God every time David’s brothers were brought before him. When his oldest 
brother, Eliab, came before Samuel, he thought this was the future king of  Israel. God was looking 
for something else, though, that Samuel didn’t see. 1  
Samuel 16:7 says,   
  

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 
LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the  
LORD looks at the heart.”  

God passed over every brother until He came to David—the youngest—and chose him instead (1 
Samuel 16:12). God saw the potential in David that nobody else could see. We need to see people 
the way God does. Look for people who are going about their business, like David, and not seeking 
the attention of  others. Look for staff  and volunteers in your church who are fully committed to do 
whatever it takes to reach your community for  
Christ. Those are people who are worth making an investment in.  
  
Greater Investment  



  
Jesus invested in many people, but He did it differently from one group to another. For example, 
Jesus sent out seventy-two disciples (Luke 10:1), but we don’t hear about them other than that 
event. Most of  the gospels are written about His ministry on earth with His twelve disciples, but 
several times, Jesus spent time with just three people: Peter, James, and John. He was alone with 
them during the transfiguration (Matthew 17:1), the healing of  Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:37, Luke 
8:51), and at the Garden of  Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). Jesus had already been with the disciples for 
a long time before He started spending more time with the three. For example, Jesus called Peter 
and Andrew to be His disciples early in His ministry (Mark 1:16-18), but Peter, James, and John 
were mentioned together for the first time with Jesus much later (Mark 5:37), when Jesus healed 
Jairus’ daughter.   
  
I’m just speculating, because I don’t know Jesus’ motivation, but I think the reason He spent time 
with those three was because He saw even greater potential in them. At the Garden of  
Gethsemane, for example, Jesus was in such anguish over being separated from His Father that He 
even sweat drops of  blood (Luke 22:44). Instead of  taking all twelve disciples with Him, Jesus only 
selected the three so He could be with the disciples He trusted the most.  
  
There will be times and situations when you can’t include everyone. You need to spend time with 
just a few people so you can make a greater investment in them. That is an important decision 
because time is the most valuable resource you have, so you want to take time to choose who you 
want to spend an extra amount of  time with. When you select a few people to invest in, you are 
preparing them to have a greater impact for the kingdom. Peter, for example, made a huge impact 
on the early Church because Jesus made an impact on him.  
  
You decide what you do with your time. A wise man or woman makes a greater investment on a 
few to set them up for a greater impact in ministry.   


